
cal starvation of the body. If physiologic fatigue
is functional changes in nerve cells, which can be
restored by rest and sleep, scientific inquiry has
taken a step forward of deep significance.

Pathologic changes of cells are the cqnstant study
of many astute observers, but the changes which fol¬
low normal activities are new lands of research.

Dr. Hodge has been for some time making studies
of the changes which take place in nerve cells under
variations of food and water supply. Also, what
changes if any take place in nerve cells from birth to
death from old age, from rejuvenation to senescence.

These researches will be watched with much interest.

THE SMOKE NUISANCE IN NEW YORK.
The burning of bituminous coal in certain Eastern

cities has been largely on the increase, of late.
This has been true in so marked a degree, in refer-
ence to the down-town districts of New York city,
that an investigation has been ordered by the Board
of Health. The sanitary code expressly prohibits
the consumption of soft coal in such a way as to
become an atmospheric nuisance. The citizens most
liable to this impending smoke nuisance are watch-
ing with eager interest the promised investigation,
and intend to oppose the " entering wedge "\p=m-\the
initial soft coal burning that is " merely temporarily
noticeable because imperfectly conducted." The
alleged pioneer offenders claim that "mistakes on

the part of the engineers and firemen, and an im-
proper plan of ` firing ' have been the sole cause of
injurious results; proper firing and a little experi-
ence will remove all grounds of objection to bitumin-
ous coal." The temporary strike in the anthracite
regions, and the alleged political " pull " of some of
the protected industries, will probably give the citi¬
zens of New York a taste of the bituminous evil, a"hd
a chance to judge of the conspicuous advantages of
a proper method of firing soft coal.

THE "DIVINE DIPLOMA."
An irregular practitioner of Garnersville, New York,

named Mrs. Stagg, has been the subject of a coro-

ner's investigation. When asked by what authority
she ventured to practice upon the sick, she replied
that it was by " the gift given her by God." It has
been her custom to go into a trance and dream out
any required diagnosis or treatment. Her favorite
remedies have been burdock, witch hazel, dogwood
and lavender. The learned coroner came to the con-

clusion that no harm had been wrought by this
woman, by the administration of these " simples,"
and she was allowed to go free with a mere caution
that she had been practicing illegally. He told her
that her alleged divine right to tamper with diseased
persons was recognized by the laws of New York
State. These practitioners, called sometimes " dream\x=req-\

doctors," or " clairvoyants," get along very well until
the time comes that a death-certificate becomes nec-

essary, and even after that crisis they may have little
trouble if they happen to fall into the hands of an

easy-going coroner. They seldom undergo prosecu¬
tion, although in many a community they are ex¬

ceptionally prosperous, sufficiently so to excite the
envy and antipathy of the better educated, regular
type of practitioners. The latter are commonly con¬

tent to ignore the pretender or to smile at his pre¬
tensions.

REMOVAL OF DEAD BODIES.
Somewhere there must be a competent authority

to control the removal of dead bodies. It is neces-

sary in order to protect the people from the spread of
contagious diseases. Under a statute empowering a

State Board of Health to adopt rules and by-laws to
prevent outbreaks and the spread of contagious and in-
fectious diseases, it can make a rule requiring that
"Every dead body must be accompanied by a person in
charge, who must be provided with a ticket, and must
also present a full first-class ticket marked `Corpse,'
and a transit permit from Board of Health or proper
health authority, giving permission for the removal,
and showing name of deceased, age, place of death,
(and if of a contagious or infectious nature) the
point to which it is to be shipped, medical attendant,
and name of undertaker." So holds the Appellate
Court of Indiana in the case of Lake Erie & Western
Railway Company v. James, decided Nov. 24,
1893. And it is further held in this case that, under
such a rule, a railway company can not be required
to carry a dead body on a permit signed by a health
officer authorizing the removal, unless it shows a

substantial compliance with the requirements. The
name of the medical attendant, for example, must be
deemed a material and essential part of this transit
permit. Without giving it, the proper health officer's
certificate, or otherwise regular permit, would not be
sufficient.

AGREEMENTS NOT TO PRACTICE MEDICINE.

Agreements not to practice medicine come under
the head of contracts in restraint of trade. Public
policy forbids the making of contracts of this nature
too broad in their terms. Thus, no contract could
be enforced which would by its terms prevent a

physician from ever again practicing medicine, or
which would bar him from practicing it in an unrea-

sonably large extent of territory. Even in cases
where the law will tolerate the contracts, they will
not be treated with any special indulgence. If they
secure to the purchaser of a good will a guaranty
against the competition of a former proprietor, or

practitioner, it will not be presumed that more was

intended. At the present day the occupation of a

pharmacist and that of a physician are essentially
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